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Discipleship Guide Advent Week 4
Scripture: John 3:16-17; 1 John 4:7-12
Ask the group to listen for how love is described-not what it feels like, but what it does.
________________________________________
Discussion Section 1: Love Begins with God
Discussion Questions
· Why do you think John emphasizes that love comes from God rather than from human effort?
· How does understanding love as God's nature (not just a command) change the way we approach loving others?
· Where have you experienced God's love in a way that changed you, not just comforted you?
________________________________________
Discussion Section 2: Love Takes Flesh
Discussion Questions
In John 3:16-17, what actions show God's love rather than just describe it?
· 1 John says God's love is "perfected" in us when we love others. What do you think that means in everyday life?
· What are some practical ways love "takes flesh" in relationships-especially when it is difficult?
· Encourage participants to name specific behaviors (forgiveness, patience, generosity, truth-telling, presence).
________________________________________
Discussion Section 3: Making Room for Love
Discussion Questions
· What tends to block love in your life right now-fear, busyness, hurt, exhaustion, control?
· Is there a relationship or situation where God may be inviting you to make room for love to grow?
· How can waiting on God reshape our capacity to love instead of hardening our hearts?
________________________________________
Spiritual Practice: Embodying Love This Week
Action Step
· Invite each person to silently reflect and complete this sentence:
· "This week, God is inviting me to let love take flesh by ________."
· Encourage participants to choose one concrete, realistic action (a conversation, an act of generosity, reconciliation, or attentive presence).
________________________________________
Closing Prayer 
Loving God, You loved us first, not from a distance but by coming near. As we wait, shape our hearts to receive your love more deeply. Where we are guarded, soften us. Where we are fearful, strengthen us. Where we are weary, renew us. May your love take flesh in our words, our actions, and our relationships, so that the world may see you through us. We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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