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Discipleship Guide Week 1

Read the Passage (Philemon 1:1–11)
Context:
Paul is writing to Philemon, a Christian leader, on behalf of Onesimus, a runaway slave who has become a believer through Paul’s ministry. Paul is appealing for reconciliation between the two — not as master and slave, but as brothers in Christ.

A. Christ Brings Reconciliation to God (vv. 1–3)
· Paul opens by identifying himself as a prisoner of Christ Jesus — showing his deep commitment to Christ, who reconciled him to God.
· Just as Paul’s relationship with God has been transformed, our salvation restores our relationship with God.
Discussion:
How does being reconciled to God change the way we view others?

B. Christ’s Love Changes Relationships (vv. 4–7)
· Paul praises Philemon for his faith and love for all the saints.
· Love and faith are evidence of being reconciled to God — they flow outward to others.
· Reconciliation begins when we see others through the lens of Christ’s love.
Discussion:
What does it look like to “refresh the hearts of the saints” (v.7) today?

C. Reconciliation with Others Reflects the Gospel (vv. 8–11)
· Paul appeals to Philemon not out of command, but out of love.
· He asks Philemon to receive Onesimus “no longer as a slave, but as a beloved brother.”
· This models the Gospel — Christ took our place, bringing forgiveness and new identity.
· True reconciliation costs something but mirrors what Christ did for us on the cross.
Discussion:
How does forgiving or reconciling with someone mirror what Jesus has done for us?

4. Application (10 minutes)
· Personal: Is there someone God is calling you to forgive or be reconciled with?
· Spiritual: How can remembering what Jesus did for you help you extend grace to others?
· Community: How can your group or church be an example of reconciliation in your community?

5. Closing Reflection and Prayer
Read 2 Corinthians 5:18–19:
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation…”
Pray for the courage to live out that ministry — both in relationship with God and with others.
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