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Discipleship Guide Week 1: Imperfect Church -United in Christ
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:10–17
Big Idea: Every church experiences struggle.
Application: We resist the human urge to divide into groups and factions when we unite in our allegiance to Jesus Christ.

Icebreaker:
What’s something small or silly that people in your family, workplace, or church have disagreed about—but that seemed like a big deal at the time?
Opening Prayer:
Invite someone to pray, asking God to help the group hear His Word and grow in unity through Christ.

1. Understanding the Passage
Read 1 Corinthians 1:10–17
Discuss:
1. What were the main issues Paul was addressing in the Corinthian church?
2. Why do you think people were aligning themselves with Paul, Apollos, or Cephas?
3. What does Paul mean by asking, “Is Christ divided?”
4. What is Paul’s concern about the way they were handling baptism and leadership?

2. Division Comes Naturally
Discuss:
1. Where do you see division in the modern church—locally or globally?
2. Why do you think it’s so easy for Christians to form groups or “camps” around certain ideas, leaders, or traditions?
3. How can personal pride or preference get in the way of unity?
Scripture Connection:
Read Philippians 2:1–5. What does this passage add to our understanding of humility and unity?

3. A Cross-Shaped Unity
Read verse 17 again:
“Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.”
Discuss:
1. How does the cross shape the way we view one another in the church?
2. What does it mean for the cross to have power in our relationships?
3. How might our community look different if we let the message of the cross guide how we handle conflict or disagreement?

4. Living It Out
Personal Reflection:
· When have you felt tempted to “take sides” in a church disagreement or ministry issue?
· What might it look like for you to choose unity and humility in that situation?
· How can you help build bridges instead of walls in your church or relationships?
Group Challenge:
As a group, commit to one practical action that promotes unity in your church this month—such as serving together, writing notes of encouragement to church leaders, or intentionally connecting with someone outside your normal circle.

Closing Prayer:
Lord, thank You for calling us into one body through Jesus Christ. Forgive us when pride, fear, or frustration divide us. Teach us to love, listen, and serve with humility so that Your church may reflect Your heart to the world. Amen.
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